














May 20
In about one hours ride we came to whare the river Breaks through

a low ruged mountain [Carlin Canyon]} but as the water is yet low we
had no difficulty in passing through by crossing the stream several
times this mountain runs nearly N. & S. - above it opens out in to
a large vally again only a small part of any of the wvally is
stocked in grass and that neare the Stream -

May 21

...came to a handsome little Brook [North Fork of Humblodt River]
heading to the N. W. On each side of this brook the earth was
covered white with a salin encrustation and when broke By the
tramping of our mules it nearly strangled them and us causing them
to caugh and us to sneeze

May 22

- after long consultation and many arguments for and against the
two different routs one leading Northward by fort Hall and the
other by the Salt Lake we all finally tooke Fremonts Trail by the
way of the Salt Lake...we struck S. E. for a low gap [...Secret
Pass] in a range of snow caped mountains...soon crossed the vally
and commenced assending the mountain out of which isues a small
Brook [Secret Creek...] followed up this brook to neare its source
and encamped nearly on the summit of the mountain and within
perhaps less than one mile of the snow -

May 23
Continued withe some difficulty to follow Freemontsg trail up the
brook to a handsome little valy [Secret Valley] and over a ridge to
another larger vally [Ruby Valley]...Crossed the vally S. E. and
assended a steep narrow mountain...desended the mountain on the
South side to a large spring of warm water [Warm Creek] ...here we

encamped. . .

May 24
S. E. across the vally...to the 8. W. of this vally the hills rise
in considerable peaks [Spruce Mountain] covered in snow at this
time - animal life seem all most Extinct in this region and the few
natives that try to make a precarious subsistanc here are put to
all that ingenuety can invent - roots herbs insects and reptiles
are sought for in all directions -

May 25
...across another dry clay plain covered in shrubs of a verry
dwarfish character and over as dry a range of low mountains clothed

in dwarfish cedars and Pines {Pequop Range} ...on again nearly east
facross Goshute Valley] to a rather rough looking rang of mountains
[Toana Range] -~ asended and found several snow drifts about the

summit -~ here we Jost Fremonts trail. ..

May 26
Spent the whole day in searching for the Trail which I secceeded in

finding late in the afternoon
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May 27
Left our camp near the top of the mountain an took a N. E. cours to

a high ruged looking bute [Pilot Peek] standing prominent and alone
with the tops whitned in snow...the country produces nothing but a
small curly thorn bush winding on the earth - To the S§. s. E. and
East you have a boundless salt plain without vegitatiom... (the Salt

Flat)

May 28

..?entered.the great plain over which we went in a bold trot untill
dusk when we Bowoiked [bivouacked] for the night without grass or
water and not much was said...this is the [most] desolate country
perhaps on the whole globe there not being one spear of vegitation
and of course no kind of animal can subsist and it is not yet

assertaind to what extent this immince salt and sand plain can be

south of whare we [are now] - our travel to day was 40 miles

May 29

As soon as light began to shew in the East we ware again under way
- crossed one more plain and then assended a rough low mountain
[Cedar Mountain] still no water...found a small spring of Brackish
water [in Skull Valley] ...but mean and poor as the water was we
and our animals Quenched our burning thirst and unpacked for the
day after our rapid travel of about 20 hours and 30 hours without

water

May 30

At an Eearly hour we ware on our saddles and bore south...changed
again to E. or N. of E. a ruged mountain [Sansbury Range] to oure
right and a salt marsh to our left...a small Bird of the mocking
bird kind was heard to cheer us with his many noted Song an this is
the only singing Bird that I have heard for the last 10 days

SUMMERY

It is dimportant to keep in mind, James Clayman’s party was
traveling across Nevada during the mouth of May, at the very time
that spring runoff should have been nearing its peek. Yet upon
reaching the mouth of Maggie Creek near Carlin he states that
stream was the only water they had seen entering the Humboldt since
leaving the sink, a distance of more than 200 miles.

This is quite a statement. Clayman had mentioned the sand dunes
north of Winnemucca, which was an indication that they were
traveling on the north side of the river, yet there was no mention
of any inflow from the Little Humboldt. And further on, as they
traveled through the area of Battle Mountain, there is no mention
of either the Reese River or Rock Creek. Regardless of which side
of the river they may have been on, they would have had to cross
one or the other of these streams.

So where was all the beautiful county and the abundance of water
that is so often described? And where was the clean air and grassy
rangelands? There was no mention by Clayman of wvast wetlands

P



>89

bordering the Humboldt. The truth is, the wetlands that exist

today were created by the ranching families that settled the area.

They did not exist historically.

And what about Clayman’s description of the dust that was evident
whenever the wind blew. Of course I am certain there will be those
who will say that such conditions were caused by earlier travelers,
but consider the testimony of John Bidwell.

The Bartlson-Bidwell party was the first to attempt taking wagons
across Nevada to California. After crossing the present eastern
boundary of Nevada they traveled in a westerly direction through
Silver Zone Pass toward the Pequop Mountains; Bidwell wrote:
"Started very early, day was exceedingly warm, passed through a gap
in a ridge of mountains, came into a high dry plain, traveled some

distance into it, saw the form of a high mountain through the -

smokey atmosphere..."

And what of the wildlife? There it was, the middle of May, when
Clayman was traveling along the Humboldt and hardly a bird was herd
or scarcely seen. While camped in the wvicinity of today’s
Winnemucca, Clayman wrote, "so perfictly Barren and sterile is this
region of valcanic matter that scarcely a bird is heard to chirp to
the rising Sun and not even the signe of an animal Except Rabbits
ever ventures to make a precarious subsistance on these plains..."

Later when reaching the Stansbury Range near Grantsville Utah
Clayman again wrote "a small Bird of the mocking bird kind was
heard to cheer us with his many noted Song an this is the only
singing Bird that I have heard for the last 10 days®. Ten days
past would have put them in the vicinity of Carlin. Today along
the Humboldt from Lovelock and through the Secret Valley during the
month o©of May, there are thousands of Meadowlarks, Bobolinks,
Curlews, Sandhill Cranes, Willets, Avocets, Brewer’s and Red-winged
Blackbirds, Robins, Ducks, Geese and dozens of other gspecies of
birds.
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